WHY ARMENIA




WHETHER YOU ARE AN ARMENIAN WHO HAS GROWN
UP ON THE SHORES OF A DIFFERENT COUNTRY, OR A
WORLD TRAVELER LOOKING FOR THE IDEAL MIX OF
CULTURE, ADVENTURE, AND RELAXATION, ARMENIA
WELCOMES YOU WITH OPEN ARMS.

AT THE CROSSROADS OF CULTURES EAST AND WEST, AT
THE INTERSECTION OF TRADE ROUTES NEAR AND FAR,
ARMENIA HAS A VERITABLE TRADEMARK ON
HOSPITALITY AND RECEPTIVITY.

THE RECENT GROWTH OF THE TOURISM SECTOR MEANS
MORE AND MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR ARMENIANS TO
SHOWCASE THEIR WELCOMING SPIRIT, THEIR GRACIOUS
WARM-HEARTEDNESS AND THEIR GENEROUS NATURE.

ARMENIA IS HOME TO CLOSE-KNIT EXTENDED FAMILIES
ALWAYS READY TO ACCEPT A NEW MEMBER, BE
PREPARED TO BE ADOPTED BY AN ARMENIAN FAMILY,
AT LEAST IN SPIRIT!

LEAVE BEHIND OF WORLD OF INDIFFERENCE AND
MONOTONY AND TRY ARMENIA’S ANTIDOTE OF ONE
PART CONGENIALITY AND ONE PART HOSPITALITY.




TOP TEN REASONS TO VISIT ARMENIA

1. ONE OF THE WORLD’S OLDEST CIVILIZATIONS

ARMENIA ONCE INCLUDED MOUNT ARARAT, WHICH BIBLICAL TRADITION IDENTIFIES AS THE MOUNTAIN THAT
NOAH’S ARK RESTED ON AFTER THE FLOOD. THE ORIGINAL ARMENIAN NAME FOR THE COUNTRY WAS HAYK,

LATER HAYASTAN, TRANSLATED AS THE LAND OF HAIK, AND CONSISTING OF THE NAME HAIK AND THE SUFFIX ‘-STAN’
(LAND). HAYK IS IDENTIFIED WITH THE SUN-GOD ORION.

2. FIRST CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD

In 301 AD, THE KINGDOM OF ARMENIA BECAME THE FIRST STATE TO DECLARE CHRISTIANITY AS ITS OFFICIAL
RELIGION, FOLLOWING THE CONVERSION OF THE ROYAL HOUSE OF THE ARSACIDS IN ARMENIA.

THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH IS THE WORLD’S OLDEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH.

3. KARAHUN]J

STONEHENGE IS NOT UNIQUE, KARAHUNJ (OR ZORATS KARER) OBSERVATORY IN ARMENIA 1S 3500 YEARS OLD, IT IS
MORE ANCIENT THAN STONEHENGE.
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4. WORLD HERITAGE SITES (UNESCO)
THE FOLLOWING SITES HAVE BEEN LISTED AS WORLD
HERITAGE BY UNESCO:

- CULTURAL

MONASTERIES OF HAGHPAT AND SANAHIN

- CULTURAL

CATHEDRAL AND CHURCHES OF ECHMIADZIN
- CULTURAL

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF ZVARTNOTS
- CULTURAL

MONASTERY OF GEGHARD

- NATURAL

THE UPPER AZAT VALLEY

5. NATURE

THIS COUNTRY HAS MANY NATURAL MONUMENTS,
IMPRESSIVE LANDSCAPES WITH HIGH MOUNTAINS,
ROCKS, SLEEPING VOLCANOES, DEEP CANYONS,
TURBULENT RIVERS, HIGH PLATEAUS, WHERE ONLY ON A
SMALL PIECE OF LAND ALL GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS
RANGING FROM DESERTS TO ETERNAL SNOWS ARE
SHOWN.

6. FOOD

ARMENIAN CUISINE IS CONSIDERED ONE OF THE OLDEST
IN ASIA AND THE OLDEST IN THE TRANSCAUCASUS.

IT’S CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES WERE FORMED DURING
THE MILLENNIA BC ENRICHED OVER THE CENTURIES.
THE CLIMATE AND OTHER GEOGRAPHICAL FACTORS
PLAT A GREAT ROLE IN THE QUALITY AND EXCEPTIONAL
TASTE OF THE FOOD IN ARMENIA. THE FOOD IS VERY
NUTRITIOUS. THE FESTIVE TABLE IS USUALLY SO
ABUNDANT WITH DIFFERENT DISHES, SALADS AND
DESSERTS THAT YOU CAN IMPRESS YOUR GUESTS.

IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE AN ARMENIAN TABLE
WITHOUT A BUNCH OF CILANTRO, TARRAGON, PARSLEY,
DILL, CORIANDER, CARDAMINE, BASIL, LEMON BALM
AND CHIVES.




IN ARMENIA ONE CAN FIND MANY KINDS OF SWEET FRUIT: APRICOT, POMEGRANATE, APPLE, PEAR,
GRAPE, CHERRY, PEACH, PLUM, QUINCE, FIG, MELON, WATERMELON, CORNICES, BLACK AND WHITE
MULBERRY, STRAWBERRY, RASPBERRY, BLUEBERRY, BLACKBERRY, ROSEHIP AND MUCH MORE.

APRICOT CERTAINLY IS MUCH MORE FOR ARMENIANS THAN JUST A FRUIT. IT ALSO SYMBOLIZES THE
LOWER BAND OF THE ARMENIAN TRICOLOR (RED, BLUE, APRICOT COLOR).

ONE CANNOT IMAGINE ARMENIAN DESSERT WITHOUT TASTY DRIED FRUIT (CHIR), UNRIPE FRUITS
AND RAISIN, WHICH ARE USUALLY MADE OF APPLE, PLUM (SHELOR), PEACH, GRAPE AND, OF COURSE,
APRICOT (TSIRAN).

7. THE WORLD’S LONGEST AERIAL TRAMWAY

To ARRIVE TO THE “TATEV WINGS”, YOU SHOULD RIDE THE WORLD’S LONGEST AERIAL TRAMWAY

(5.7 xM), WHICH WILL TAKE YOU TO THE HUGE MONASTIC COMPLEX OF TATEV (10-TH CENTURY),
INDEED A FAIRY-TALE FORTRESS - MONASTERY NESTLED ON A PROMONTORY SURROUNDED BY DEEP
GORGES.

8. SILK ROAD

TRAVELING ON THE SAME ROAD AS YOUR ANCESTORS IS EXCITING AND VERY ADVENTURES.
THE siLk RoAaD was ABouT 7000 kM LONG, AND 500 KM PASSED THROUGH ARMENIA.
HAVE A WALK ON THE OLD BRIDGES AND SEE THE CARAVANSERAIS (HOTELS OF ANTIQUITY).

9. YEREVAN DAY AND NIGHT LIFE

To VISIT ONE OF THE WORLD’S ANCIENT CONTINUOUSLY INHABITED CITIES - YEREVAN, THE PINK-
COLORED CAPITAL OF ARMENIA FOUNDED IN 782 B.C. IT’S CALLED SO BECAUSE MOST OF ITS
BUILDING WERE BUILT BY THE LOCAL PINK ROCK (TUFF) QUARRIED IN ARMENIA. EREBUNI
(YEREVAN) FORTRESS IS 29 YEARS OLDER THAN ROME. THIS HISTORICAL CITY BECOMES QUITE
ANOTHER PLACE OF INETERST DURING THE NIGHT. BARS, DISCOTECS AND CASINOS ARE WAITING
FOR YOU TO ENJOY AND HAVE UNFORGETTABLE TIME.
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